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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM MICHAEL GREEN 

Question: 

 
Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents 

or carers? it will do this by abolishing the defence of reasonable chastisement. 

 
My response: 

 
No, I do not. 

 
I believe that without discipline, a society cannot function properly. 

 
I believe that it is every parent’s duty (and right) to lovingly and diligently discipline 

their children. If they fail in this regard, or if the state intervenes, then society as a 

whole will suffer from a whole generation of citizens that have been deprived the 

education that they deserve. 

 
What groups will be impacted by this Bill? 

The children themselves are the losers. 

The bill would be deprive the children of the loving education that they deserve from 

their parents. They would grow-up mistakenly thinking that there are no physical 

consequences to disobedience to authority in society. What a cruel lie to teach such 

vulnerable members of our society. 

 
Secondly, if a parent were to exercise their parental duty to educate their child with a 

gentle smack, the bill might result in that parent being criminalised. That would put 

immense stress on family units. Even the threat of such an outcome would put 

unnecessary stress on decent family units. This will not help children. 

 
I appreciate that some children are the victims of abusive parents / carers, and I am 

deeply saddened by this. I would like that abuse to stop. 

 
But I do not believe that this bill will deter those abusive parents. 

 
On the contrary, it will only serve to confuse and disempower thousands of loving 

parents around Scotland who are trying to raise the next generation of responsible 

law-abiding citizens for this country. 
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Yours faithfully, 

 

Michael Green 
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